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| What are Special Educational Needs (SEN)?

Special Educational Needs (SEN) is a legal term. A child or young person has SEN if they have
significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or has a
disability which prevents or hinders him or her.

Around one in five children has SEN at some point during their school years. Some children
have SEN right throughout their time in school.

SEN covers a broad spectrum of difficulty or disability. Children may have wide-ranging or
specific problems. For example, a child might have difficulty with one area of learning, such
as letters or numbers. Or they might have problems relating to social skills or sensory
processing.

What if | think my child has SEN?

You know your child better than anyone else. If you are concerned then please speak to your
child’s teacher or the SENCO. You can also contact the school nurse or your GP directly to
discuss your concerns.

Talk to the teacher/ Special Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) about:

¢ why you think your child has Special Educational Needs (SEN)
¢ what the school can do to help
e what you can do to help

Your child’'s teacher and the SENCO will use the SEN Code of Practice to work out whether
your child has SEN.

What will the school do?

Schools are required by law to provide an education for all pupils, regardless of their ability or
special needs. Every child’s education is equally important.

If the SENCO and your child’s teacher agree that your child has SEN, they will offer your child
extra support. This could be in the form of the following areas:

e additional support from a teacher or teaching assistant

e special classroom materials and equipment

e support to overcome challenges by finding different ways to engage
e support with personal care such as eating and dressing

¢ mental health support such as counselling

e support for parents/carers

ACADEMY




